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SPACE SYNTAX AND SPATIAL COGNITION
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Abstract: This paper comprises of two sections: the

first presents a newly coined term, the embodied Mind-body 2

diagran .and essentially demonstrates how all of the

graphical representations of space commonly used in

space syntax theory and practice (namely the axial line, Relationality

convex spaces, isovists, E &S partitions and visibility

graph analyses) can be held to be examples of such Hillier 1998 Significance

embodied diagrams’ . This paper’ s attempt to

redefine space syntax notations as ‘ embodied Monism
diagrams’ is the initial stage in an endeavour to Synchronization

synthesize space syntax theories and recent research

on spatial cognition. The second section of this paper, “ "
bui 1ds upon these fundamental redefinitions of spatial

representations by examining the broader relationship

between cognition and configuration, suggesting that Csordas

the link between them is the concept of intelligibility. “
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1 /Axonometric view of the building

2 /Planviewof axial lines

3 /Axonometric view of axial lines
and situated observer

4 /Plan view of convex space

5 /Axonometric view of convex space

and situated observers
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360° 6
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6 /Plan view of Isovists
7 /Axonometric view of Isovists and
situated observer
8 /Plan view of E&S-partitions
9 /Axonometric view of E & S partitions
and situated observer
10 /Plan view of VGA or Grid
Isovist
11 /Axonometric view

of VGA or Grid Isovist and situated observer
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